What is with Christians being so
judgmental and telling others to repent of
their sins? Who are they to judge?
Only
God
can
judge
me!
Besides, Jesus said,

“JUDGE NOT,”

right?
Many people today like to throw around
the line “Thou

shalt not judge”

as if it is one of the Ten Commandments,

When you are committed to the word of
God as your standard, you will “Open your
mouth, judge righteously, and defend the
rights of the afflicted and needy” (Proverbs
31:9). Those who love Jesus are called to
“hate evil” (Psalm 97:10) and to even
“expose evil” (Ephesians 5:11). Jesus commanded his followers to love their neighbors
and one of the ways they do this is to be like
Jesus in warning their neighbors to flee from
sin and to call them to repent.

but the TRUTH is that the Bible does NOT

From the very beginning of his ministry,

teach that we are never to judge*. On the
contrary, the Bible says that a “spiritual”
person--that is, a Christian--judges “all
things” (1 Cor. 2:15) and that Christians

Jesus preached “REPENT

will “judge

the world” (1 Cor. 6:2). We

are commanded by Jesus himself to judge
righteously in John 7:24.
Leviticus 19:15 gives a good definition of
righteous judgment: “You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be
partial to the poor nor defer to the great,
but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.”
Judging rightly means judging fairly,
always based upon the standard of God’s
word. It means rightly discerning between
good and evil using the standard of God’s
word and not our own biases.

FOR THE
KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND
(Mark 1:15).” All throughout his ministry, he
spoke about sin and called sinners to turn
from their evil ways. He did this in love and
yet often accompanied by the sting of a
rebuke. Jesus rebuked the sin of his community including its leaders. He even rebuked
his own followers. After Jesus arose from
the grave and appeared to his disciples, one
of the first things he did was to rebuke them
of their unbelief (Mark 16:14). He pointed
out their sin and called them to repent.
Contrary to the picture that many make in
their own mind, where Jesus goes along with
whatever evil they want to do, the Jesus of
the Bible spends a lot of time talking about
sin and hell.

Why does he do this? It is precisely
because he is loving. Revelation 3:19 says
“Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline;
therefore be zealous and repent.” Because
Jesus loves, he makes righteous judgments
and calls out sin. Sin destroys the body, mind,
and soul of those who practice it. Our sins do
great damage to us. Ultimately, they place us
under the judgment of the almighty Holy God
who will judge impartially those who continue in sin and refuse to repent. In his earthly
ministry, Jesus called sinners to repent and
trust him so that they could be forgiven and
not face the wrath of God that they deserve.
God will be the one who does the judging on
Judgment Day and His judgment will be final.
There will be no slick lawyer to defend you
and no corrupt jury to let you go free. God
will judge you in truth, according to your
thoughts, words and deeds. That’s why saying, “Only God Can Judge Me,” is

SO FOOLISH. Don’t you understand that
God knows about all of your lustful and hateful thoughts? He knows about every time
you’ve lied, been covetous, taken His name
in vain, stolen, had sex outside of marriage,
hated your neighbor and tried to cover it all
up by twisting scripture. The fact that only
God can and will issue FINAL
is NOT a “comforting” thing.

JUDGMENT,

